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Holland Charter Township has developed the following goals and objectives for Parks and
Recreation facilities and programs. These goals and objectives are based upon the
recreation inventory and needs assessment, the Community Survey and direct input from
citizens, elected and appointed Township officials and Township staff.

The goals are long-range, broad in scope and flexible to accommodate future change.
Objectives are the actions the Township intends to follow to achieve the stated goals. The
objectives are specific and intended to direct program and development decisions to be
made during the next five years. Goals and objectives are flexible enough to reflect
changing attitudes and opportunities as may present themselves. Time and attitude changes
can impact specific options. It is therefore essential for the Township to be responsive to
its citizens and evolving needs.

Goal No. 1
Provide a balanced system of park and recreation facilities in the township with
opportunities and programs for residents of all ages and abilities.

Objectives
e Continue to maintain the high quality of existing parks.

e Acquire and develop land for parks to serve existing and future residents.

e Develop existing and recently acquired land to provide a variety of recreation facilities
and opportunities throughout the Township.

e Plan and develop park areas to offer passive as well as active opportunities.

e Rehabilitate and improve existing park sites to meet and exceed all safety and
accessibility regulations.

e Continue to provide quality programs that will allow recreation to be a fulfilling
experience and promote healthy lifestyles.

e Ensure a variety of programming to provide opportunities for all residents, regardless
of race, income, and ability.
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Goal No. 2
Expand the diversity of recreation facilities available to offer year-round
opportunities to meet current and future demand.

Objectives
e Develop a Community Recreation facility to provide a diversity of indoor activities and

programs.

e Meet the demand for active sports facilities to support the Township’s recreational
programming.

e Expand opportunities for winter recreation activities.

e Expand opportunities for passive recreation and un-programmed activities, such as
picnic facilities, walking trails, fishing, and wildlife viewing.

Goal No. 3
Provide natural, scenic, or environmentally sensitive areas for appropriate public
use and enjoyment and habitat protection.

Objectives
e Protect the Lake Macatawa watershed through appropriate design and management

techniques and controlled access to the waterfront.

e Promote access to Lake Macatawa, the Macatawa River and other water bodies for
appropriate public recreation, including trails, fishing and canoeing.

e Protect and enhance the Township’s floodplains and wetlands and provide trails to
promote public access to natural habitats.

e Support the Macatawa Greenway partnership with their programs for protection and
preservation.

Goal No. 4

Promote and maintain strong working relationships based on coordination and
support with the schools, surrounding communities and bodies of government, and
public and private organizations.

Objectives
e Work with, encourage and support all community, school system and municipal groups,

organizations, and agencies to promote and expand recreation opportunities and
programs for all age groups in all areas of the Township in an efficient and coordinated
manner.
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e Work cooperatively with adjacent communities to provide joint facilities and
connections between park systems.

e Mutually utilize recreation facilities and resources to minimize deficiencies.

e Encourage the expansion of private recreational development to supplement public
development and programs.

Goal No. 5
Focus on programs and policies for further expansion of the park system through
continued acquisition.

Objectives
e Secure land for recreational use in areas of residential growth.

e Provide further waterfront access within the Township where possible.

e Strive to maintain and improve the quality and character of valuable natural resources
for current and future generations through land acquisition.

e Acquire land adjacent to existing park properties to further increase the recreational
facilities offered.

Goal No. 6
Strive to connect recreational facilities to schools, residential areas and to one another
with non-motorized trails that provide safe, and accessible recreational experiences.

Objectives:
e Maintain and continue to expand existing bike path and sidewalk system.

e Develop trail systems within existing park lands.

e Construct additional bike path segments from existing system to all future acquisitions.

e Work with Municipalities within the region including but not limited to Ottawa County,
the Cities of Holland and Zeeland, and neighboring Townships to add to and further
develop the area’s regional trail network.

Goal No. 7
Coordinate all Park and Recreation Planning and Financial Documents to ensure
continuity in all planning documents

e Reference the Holland Charter Township Unified Vision Plan — Comprehensive Plan
A Unified Vision-2020 www.hct.holland.mi.us
e Reference the 2021-2028 Asset Management Plan Expenditures (Appendix ( ))
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